The Importance of Early Detection
as follows: a positive reaction was obtained with a dilution of
i in io,cco in 26*7 per cent, which iigure was increased to 33"9
per cent and 43*1 per cent with dilutions of i in 1,000 and I in
100 respectively. If all the children in the series had been tested
with i in 100 dilution the ratio of reactors would have been
46-1 per cent. These observers conclude from the results of their
investigation that the Mantoux Test is more delicate and more
accurate than the Pirquet Test, while the former has the advantage
that a measured amount of tuberculin is used in each case.
In the cutaneous test of Pirquet the skin is cleansed with spirit
or ether and one drop of a 25 to 50 per cent dilution of Old Tuber/
culin is placed on the skin which is scarified through the tuber/
culin. As a control the skin is scarified through a drop of diluting
solution. A positive reaction shows itself in twenty/four hours
as an erythema with some swelling which develops into a papule;
occasionally some general reaction occurs. Various observers
have investigated the possible correlation between the character
of the reaction to various dilutions of tuberculin and the character
and intensity of the tuberculous infection which exists. Opie
and McPhedran investigated the character of the reaction in
children in relation to cHnical and radiographical findings and
came to the conclusion that a severe reaction or a positive response
to weak dilutions indicated a heightened risk of severe tuberculous
infection. D'Arcy Hart has tested the view that a patient who
reacts positively to weak solutions of tuberculin is more likely to
be suffering from clinical tuberculosis than from sub/clinical
infection, and submits graphical evidence in support of it.
As regards the reliability of this test Dorothy Dow and Lloyd,
in their investigation referred to above, found that the figure of the
positive results obtained corresponded approximately with that
obtained by the intra/cutaneous method with a dilution of i in
10,000, and this, they point out, agrees with the findings regarding
the two tests obtained by Happ and Casparis.
The ophthalmic test is applied by instilling one drop of a one
per cent solution of Old Tuberculin into the conjunctiva. When
the test is positive, congestion of the conjunctiva develops in four
or five hours. This is a delicate test, but owing to the risk of
serious eye injury which may follow its application it is now
seldom used.
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